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Thursdays at the Museum:
Summer Program Series Returns
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Mark your calendars for Thursdays from June to August
for the History Center’s popular summer series of programs.  Our
own staff as well as speakers from other area museums will offer
an entertaining program every Thursday evening at 6:30 p.m. in
the Courthouse courtroom.  Admission is free!

*  June 25: Gangsters in Berrien County.  History Center
curator Bob Myers presents a PowerPoint program about the
Chicago Gangster Era of the 1920s.  The program explores the
myths and realities of the Gangster Era and some of the mob
activity here in southwest Michigan.

*  July 2: Feathers as Fashion: Women’s Hats and the Origin
of the National Audubon Society.  Alex Gates, director of the
North Berrien Historical Museum in Coloma, takes a look at how
feathers in hats drove some bird species to the edge of extinction,
leading to a grass-roots conservation movement .

*  July 9: Berrien Books.  Curator Bob Myers discusses the
surprising discoveries he made while researching his books on
Berrien County history.   He will also discuss research sources for
and offer tips on effective historical writing.

*  July 16: “Kreigies”: POWs in Berrien County.  Emily Foster
and Bob Myers team up for a program on the World War II
German prisoners of war held in Berrien County.  POWs lived in
local camps and
worked on area
farms during the
war.  Emily Foster
will share her
memories of the
men who worked
on her family’s fruit
farm near Eau
Claire in 1943-
1945.

*  July 23: Tales from a By-Gone
Era - The Natural History of Berrien
County.  Historian and naturalist Jon
Wuepper explores Berrien County’s
natural history, with a focus on the
birds and animals that have now
vanished from the area.

*  July 30: America’s Architect:
Frank Lloyd Wright.  Art historian
Kristen Patzer Umphrey explores the

work of America’s most famous architect.  From his Chicago
office, Wright designed some of the most artful, innovative houses
the country had ever seen, including several built here in Berrien
County.

*  August 6: Collecting Political
Memorabilia.  Campaign buttons,
posters and the like have been popular
fixtures of American politics since the
days of the Early Republic.  Steve
Arseneau, director of the Southwestern
Michigan College Museum in
Dowagiac, brings his passion for these
campaign novelties to a fun, informa-
tive program on political symbols.

*  August 13: From Bill Haley to
Buddy Holly: The Dawn of Rock n’
Roll.  Music historian Allen Snyder
traces the history of American rock and
roll music from its origins in blues,
country, folk, gospel and jazz  to its
full development in the late 1950s.

German POWs sit down to lunch at the William
Teichman farm, ca. 1944.



BCHA Mission Statement

The mission of the BCHA is to collect, preserve, and interpret
the history of Berrien County through exhibits, tours, publica-
tions, and educational and community outreach programs for
public benefit.

Learn more about the BCHA by visiting
www.berrienhistory.org.
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The Docket is published quarterly by the Berrien County
Historical Association, 313 N. Cass Street, P.O. Box 261,
Berrien Springs, Michigan  49103.  (269) 471-1202.

Editorial Staff
Frances Porter Snyder, executive director

Robert C. Myers, curator
Kristen Patzer Umphrey, museum store manager

The Docket is a benefit of membership in the BCHA.   Annual
membership dues to the BCHA are: $20 for individuals, $30
for families, and $40 yearly for institutions. Supporting
memberships are: $40 Contributing, $50 Sustaining, $100
Patron, and $500 Benefactor.

ã  Berrien County Historical Association, 2009

Berrien County Historical
Association Board and Staff

Board of Directors

Beth Fanning, President
Elizabeth Christy, Vice President
Thomas Nelson, Treasurer
Margaret Poole, Secretary

Dear Friends,

Courthouse Square is getting a much needed facelift
thanks to the Berrien County Grounds and Maintenance Depart-
ment.  Berrien County owns the buildings on Courthouse Square
and the Berrien County Historical Association has a long term
lease to operate the site.  The 1839 Courthouse has been painted.
The columns were restored.  New doors have been installed in the
1860/1873 County Records Building and more secure window
inserts are now in place.  The fence behind the Records Building
will also be restored to its pre-fire condition.  The BCHA Board
of Directors and staff appreciate the assistance of William Wolff,
County Administrator, Patrick Sweeney, Superintendent of
Buildings and Grounds, Chris Johnson, Building and Grounds
Department and their staff.

The History Center Website is also getting a facelift.
Brady Kuhn, owner of Wavebreak Design, is totally re-working
the site.  The new site will include many more pages and should
be a great marketing tool for the Center and provide more relevant
information for people accessing the site.  The site is due to be
launched on July 1, 2009.  The address is www.berrienhistory.org

There is still time to sign up for the Savannah trip
scheduled for September 19 through 27th.  Bob Myers and I would
love to have you join us. If you have not traveled with us before,
please consider signing up.  The trips are fun, the food is great
and the company is excellent.  If you have been on previous trips,
we hope you will sign up for this one.  Bob Myers said this trip is
one of the best we have offered.

Remember to put Thursday, October 29, 2009, on your
calendar.  The History Center’s Signature Event, Visiting the
Lincolns, will take place at Lake Michigan College’s Mendel
Center on that date.  The signature event is our only major fund
raiser and we hope you will support it.

Plan to attend the Thursdays at the Museum programs
this summer.  All programs begin at 6:30 p.m. and are held in the
1839 Courthouse.  It is a great opportunity to see the newly
painted Courthouse and visit the Museum Store to see all of the
new merchandise and books.

Sincerely,

Francie Porter Snyder
Executive Director

William Ast III
Sara Bell
Gary Campbell
Ted Chamberlain
Emily Foster

Don Gillespie
Don Ryman
Michael Wood
Bruce Wrenn

Staff

Frances Porter Snyder Executive Director
Robert Myers Curator
Kristen Patzer Umphrey Museum Store Manager

Want to receive email updates on History Center
programs and events?  Send your email address to
kpatzer@berrienhistory.org and we will put you
on our listserve.
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Visiting the Lincolns
See Abraham and Mary Todd Lincoln at this fall’s History Center Fund-Raiser

Mark your calendars for Thursday, October 29, as Abraham and
Mary Lincoln come to Lake Michigan College’s Mendel Center.

The evening kicks off at 6:00 p.m. with a social hour and cash
bar.  A dinner follows, with an entree choice of prime rib, cherry pecan
chicken or eggplant parmesan; garden salad; and dessert.  The Lincolns’
program follows the dinner.

Ticket prices are $75 each or a table for eight for $500.  All
tickets include a $25 tax-deductible donation to the History Center.
Payment can be made by check or credit card - the History Center accepts
Visa and Mastercard.

Michael Krebs has portrayed Abraham Lincoln since 1992.  He
has appeared as the 16th president on C-SPAN and the History Channel
and at many presidential libraries and historic sites.  He and Debra Ann
Miller as Mary Todd Lincoln present Visiting the Lincolns, in which a
group of unexpected guests arrives at the White House near the end of the
Civil War and catches the family unawares.

To purchase tickets or sponsorships for Visiting the Lincolns,
call the History Center at Courthouse Square at (269) 471-1202.

Need a good summer read or
the perfect gift?  The Museum
Store has an all-new selection
of ceramic dishware, Kitras
Art Glass hand-blown
ornaments, paintings, jewelry,
home décor, history and
children’s books, and much
more!

Kitras Art Glass
ornaments are hand-made by
Ontario, Canada based artist
Stephen Kitras.  Each
ornament is unique in size,
shape, color, and signifi-
cance.  They make a wonder-

ful accent piece to any room, or a thoughtful gift.  They range in
price from $28.95-$39.95 and are packaged in a gift box.

We have added many new titles to our history and
children’s book selections.  Some titles include:  Mrs. Lincoln;
With Wings Like Eagles:  A History of the Battle of Britain; and
Great Lakes Heroes and Villains.  Hardcover photography books
celebrating the beauty of our state include Above West Michigan;
Of Woods and Water; Michigan Barns; and From the Vine:
Exploring Michigan Wineries.  Delve into our Berrien County
history with one of the following:  Greetings from Berrien
Springs, Greetings from Buchanan, or Greetings from St. Joseph.

For children, American Girls’ new “Rebecca” series is
now available.  Rebecca Rubin, the latest in a series of girls from
different eras, is a Jewish girl who lives in New York City in
1914.  We also have a refreshed selection of Dover coloring
books, paper dolls, stencils, stickers, and tattoos, as well as many
beautifully illustrated story books.

Don’t forget that History Center members receive a 10%
discount on all purchases excluding items on clearance or
consignment.  If you would like to place an order, or need
assistance in choosing a gift, contact Kristen at (269) 471-1202 or
email kpatzer@berrienhistory.org.

New Gift Ideas at the Museum Store!
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Theater at the Courthouse
Twin City Players to present The Caine
Mutiny Court-Martial in November

Theater comes to the History Center this fall when Twin
City Players presents the drama The Caine Mutiny Court-Martial
in the 1839 Courthouse in November.

Production dates are Fridays and Saturdays, November
13, 14, 20 and 21, with Sunday matinees on November 15 and 22.
Curtain times are 8:00 p.m. on Fridays and Saturdays, and 4:00
p.m. on Sundays.  Tickets are $12 for adults, $11 for seniors age
60 and over and students age 18 and under.

History Center curator and Twin City Players president
Bob Myers will direct the two-act play.  Proceeds from ticket
sales will benefit both the History Center and Twin City Players.
For reservations, call the History Center at (269) 471-1202.

Author Herman Wouk created the play from his hugely
successful novel, The Caine Mutiny.  The Caine Mutiny, his third
published book, won the Pulitzer Prize in 1951.

The Caine Mutiny Court-Martial ranks among the most
powerful dramas in American theater.  The plot involves the trial
of Lt. Stephen Maryk, who has led a mutiny against the new
skipper of the destroyer USS Caine.  Maryk feared that the
Caine’s captain, strict disciplinarian Philip Francis Queeg,
crossed the line into psychopathology during a typhoon.   He

We’re looking forward to our September tour to Savan-
nah, Georgia, and Kentucky.  The 9-day, 8-night motorcoach tour
will run September 19-27, 2009.

Besides all the great attractions in Savannah itself, the
tour spends a day in the artisan center of Berea, Kentucky and
another day at the Pleasant Hill (Kentucky) Shaker Village.

Featured sites on the tour include the Fort Pulaski Civil
War site; a riverboat dinner cruise on the Savannah River; the
musical play Hooray for Hollywood at the Savannah Theater; a
city-wide trolley tour; a visit to the Savannah Historical Museum;
and free time to explore the city.  Our 2007 Charleston, South
Carolina, tour included an eco-tour of the Barrier Islands that we
enjoyed so much that we decided to include one on our Savannah
tour as well.  A visit to the Tybee Island Lighthouse and Museum
will acquaint us with Savannah’s maritime heritage.

As always, our tours include everything: motorcoach
transportation, lodging, breakfast and dinner every day, all
admission fees and guide services.

Non-members of the History Center can join and take
immediate advantage of the discounted members’ price of $1,599.
The tour fee for non-members is $1,649.  All prices are per
person, double occupancy.  The single supplement is an addi-
tional $500.  For a complete itinerary or to register for the tour,
call the History Center at Courthouse Square at (269) 471-1202.
Registration deadline for the Savannah Tour is August 3, 2009.

Fall Savannah Tour Coming Up!

took over command when he decided that Queeg’s poor seaman-
ship threatened the Caine and its crew with destruction.  The
resulting court-martial will either clear or condemn Maryk.

In adapting his novel for the theater, Herman Wouk
focused on the heart of the story: the trial and the man at its
center.  The drama follows Queeg’s disintegration from perfection-
ist to paranoid.

Critics hailed the exceptional efficiency of the action and
the theatrical force and ingenuity of the writing.  Wouk used
canny twists of drama, including an attorney fighting for a client
he would rather prosecute and Capt. Queeg’s shift from accuser to
the accused.  Reviewer Walter Kerr wrote in the New York Herald
Tribune: “The Caine Mutiny Court-Martial is a theatrical adven-
ture which builds a second-act climax of such hair-raising
intensity that you are sure nothing, and no one, can ever top it.
Someone then proceeds to top it.”

The 1954 motion picture starred Humphrey Bogart as
Capt. Queeg.  It earned seven Academy Award nominations,
including Best Picture and one for Bogart as Best Actor.

Twin City Players is one of Michigan’s oldest community
theater organizations.  It was founded in 1932 and today stages
performances in its theater on Glenlord Road in south St. Joseph.
Players has presented other performances at the 1839 Courthouse
in past years, including Inherit the Wind and Tom Jones.  The
courtroom makes a natural stage for dramas like Inherit the Wind
and The Caine Mutiny Court-Martial.

Savannah’s famous “Waving Girl” statue.



Springing Into the 1830s
Nearly 200 schoolchildren from around the county learned about
Michigan’s early settlement era in our annual “Springing Into the
1830s” program in May.

Kristen Patzer Umphrey teaches a
dance in the courtroom.

Open-hearth cooking with
Barbara Schwaderer in
the Murdock Log House.

Using a crosscut saw and
corn sheller with Bob
Cashbaugh.

Flintlock musket
firing with Bob
Myers.

Art and history combine with a lesson in
stenciling, taught by Mary Ann Chellman
and Karen Campbell.

Jeff Starke and Jim
Chellman demon-
strate blacksmithing
in the Bennett
Forge.
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Curator ’s Corner
Recent Ar tifact Acquisitions

Margaret Cousins . . . . . . .    Clothing items
Madelon Calay Dickson . . .  Berrien Springs postcards
Fort St. Joseph Museum . .  Birds’-Eye View of St. Joseph, 1883
Emily Foster . . . . . . . . . .  .    WW I newspapers
Sheila Gerard Gast . . . . . . .   Telephone operator’s headset,

photographs, booklets, medicine bottles
Sharon Griggs . . . . . . . . . . .  WW I newspapers, railroad maps
Roscoe Harris . . . . . . . . .  .   WW I photograph
Bobbie Kettlehut . . . . . . .     Photographs
Gregory Ladewski . . . . . . . .  House of David plaque
Marlynn Lindenfeld. . . . . .    Michigan State Medical Society

correspondence, 1924-1963; eyeglasses, IOOF badge
John Lindenfeld . . . . . . . .   Rocking chair

SHIP TO:

     For Credit Card orders (Visa & MC)

Credit Card # ______________________________

Expiration Date: ___________________________

Name on Card : ____________________________

Signature: _________________________________

Enjoy our Local History!

Name:______________________________

Address:  _________________________________

City: ____________________________________

State _____________  Zip ___________________

Tele: _______________________________

  Save on shipping and pick up your books from the History Center Store!

Atlas of Berrien County, Michigan, 1873  ($24.95) Quantity: _____ Total: $__________

Greetings from St. Joseph ($24.95) NEW BOOK! Quantity: _____ Total: $__________

Greetings from Berrien Springs ($21.95) Quantity: _____ Total: $__________

Greetings from Buchanan  ($24.95) Quantity: _____ Total: $__________

The Great Pere Marquette Train Wreck ($14.95) Quantity: _____ Total: $__________

The Flight of the Graf Zeppelin ($14.95) Quantity: _____ Total: $__________

Twin City Trolleys ($8.95) Quantity: _____ Total: $__________

Millennial Visions & Earthly Pursuits ($8.95) Quantity: _____ Total: $__________

The Story of Buchanan, a history ($14.95) Quantity: _____ Total: $__________

SPECIAL: Greetings from Buchanan & Story of Buchanan  Quantity: _____ Total: $__________

Get both for $29.95

Sub-Total     $__________

Discounts (Library 20%/Member 10%)    $__________

State sales tax (6% for Michigan orders only)   $__________

Shipping ($3.95 for 1  book, $1.00 each additional book;

 $5.00 for the Atlas of Berrien County)   $__________

Make check/money
order payable to: Berrien County Historical Assn.
P.O. Box 261, Berrien Springs, MI  49103.  (269) 471-1202.

Independent Order of Odd Fellows

The fraternal
organization  Independent
Order of Odd Fellows
dates back to 18th century
England and came to
America in the early 19th
century.  Today, the
philanthropic organiza-
tion has 10,000 lodges in
25 countries.  Berrien
County residents formed
many Odd Fellows
lodges.  Marlynn
Lindenfeld recently
donated a badge that once
belonged to Dr. Henry V.
Tutton, founder of Benton
Harbor’s Mercy Hospital.
The badge even came with
its original envelope.
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Join the History Center T oday!
Name: ____________________________________________________________________________ Phone: _________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________________________  Fax:____________________________

City: _______________________________________ S tate: _______  Zip: _____________________ E-mail: _________________________

Membership categories:
Basic Supporting
[   ] Individual $20 [   ] Contributing $40
[   ] Family $30 [   ] Sust aining $50
[   ] Institutional $40 [   ] Patron $100

[   ] Benefactor $500

Additional donation $ ___________________
Amount Enclosed:  $ ____________________

Please make checks payable to the Berrien County
Historical Association or

Please charge my credit card :  (Circle one)
MasterCard Visa

Card Number: ________________________________
Expiration Date:  ______________________________

Mail  or fax to: BCHA, PO Box 261,
Berrien Springs, MI  49103

Phone: (269) 471-1202    Fax:  (269) 471-7412

We need volunteers to help staf f our
booth at the Berrien County Youth Fair ,
August 17-22!  Call Kristen Patzer
Umphrey , volunteer coordinator , for
information.

Check Out Our New Website!

Peaches & Past Times author at
the History Center

Lee Totzke, formerly of Berrien County and now from
Oklahoma, will autograph copies of his new cookbook at the
History Center on Sunday, July 12, from 1 to 3 p.m.  We have
copies of the book at the History Center Store, and it’s beautiful!
Hardbound, with scores of fabulous peach recipes and gorgeous
full-color illustrations throughout, this volume is as much art
book as cookbook.

Peach season is just around the corner, so here’s a
chance to get some great recipes for those juicy Berrien County
peaches.  The book retails for $24.95.  Come to the History
Center and get your copy personally autographed.

We’re creating a new, improved website for the History
Center.  It probably won’t be up when you receive this newsletter,
but should be online in a few weeks.  Brady Kuhn of
WaveBreakDesigns, a freelance web and graphic design consult-
ant, is putting it together for us.  You can find us at
www.berrienhistory.org.

The website will include many new features.  We’ll be
posting our current exhibits and events in a more timely manner,
and list our publications and other items in the museum store
section.  We’ll also keep you up-to-date on fundraising for the
historic Berrien County Office Building restoration/renovation
project.  You can even watch our video about the building’s
history and our plans for its renovation.  If you lose that back
issue of The Docket that you wanted to read, don’t worry: we’ll
have it conveniently posted on the website.

Genealogists will be happy to learn that our indexes to
Berrien County marriage, death and probate court records will be
on the website, too.  No, we won’t have the actual records online,
but the name indexes will be there along with directions for
ordering photocopies.  Genealogists and other researchers will be
able to log onto our website and work on their research from
home.

We’ll also post all of our upcoming programs and events.
If you just can’t remember when that activity is going on that you
read about in the newspaper or The Docket, we’ll have that
posted, too.  Interested in volunteering for an upcoming event?
We’ll have our volunteer opportunities right in front of you.

We’ve seen the rough draft of Brady Kuhn’s new design
and it looks great.  We think you’ll like it, too, and will enjoy
being able to access our area’s history through our 21st century
technology.
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Continuing and Upcoming Events
Ongoing:  Picturing the Twin Cities.  A special exhibit of
photographs of St. Joseph and Benton Harbor at the History
Center.  10 a.m. - 5 p.m. Mondays - Saturdays.

June 25: Thursdays at the Museum.  “Gangsters in Berrien
County,” by Bob Myers.  6:30 p.m.

July 2: Thursdays at the Museum.  “Feathers as Fashion,” by
Alex Gates.  6:30 p.m.

July 9:  Thursdays at the Museum.  “Berrien Books,” by Bob
Myers.  6:30 p.m.

July 12: Peaches & Past Times.  Book signing by author Lee
Totzke.  1-3 p.m.

July 16:  Thursdays at the Museum.  “‘Kreigies’: POWs in
Berrien County,” by Emily Foster and Bob Myers.  6:30 p.m.

July 23: Thursdays at the Museum.  “Tales from a By-Gone
Era - The Natural History of Berrien County,” by Jon Wuepper.
6:30 p.m.

July 30:  Thursdays at the Museum.  “America’s Architect:
Frank Lloyd Wright,” by Kristen Patzer Umphrey.  6:30 p.m.

August 6: Thursdays at the Museum.  Collecting Political
Memorabilia, by Steve Arseneau.  6:30 p.m.

August 13: Thursdays at the Museum.  “From Bill Haley to
Buddy Holly: The Dawn of Rock n’ Roll.,” by Allen Snyder.
6:30 p.m.

Sept. 19-27, 2009:  Historic Savannah Tour.  Join our latest
motorcoach tour to historic Savannah, Georgia.  This nine-day,
eight night tour includes overnight stays at Berea, Kentucky, and
the Pleasant Hill, Kentucky, Shaker Village.

Nov. 13-15, 20-22: The Caine Mutiny Court-Martial.  Twin
City Players presents a courtroom drama at the History Center.
8:00 p.m. Fridays & Saturdays, 4:00 p.m. Sundays.  (269) 471-
1202 for reservations.


