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New Book ~
Greetings from & Joseph

It's here! The History Center at Courthouse
Square has just releas@deetings fom $. Josepha
new pictorial history book about.Soseph.The 323-
page book by curator Robert Myers includes hundred
of photographs oftSJoseph as well as a narrative
history of the city The book is available from the
History Centers museum store at 313 North Cass
Street in Berrien Springs or at the musesiexhibit in
Orchards Mall in Benton HarbhoHistory Center
hours are 10-5 Monday-Friday¥he exhibitPicturing
the Wwin Citiesat Orchards Mall is open 12-8 p.m.
Mondays-Saturdays and 12-6 Sundays through
January 9.The book retails for $24.95 grant from
the 3. Joseph-Benton Harbor Rotary Foundation
made the new boak’printing possible.

Greetings fom 3. Joseplincludes chapters
on the citys early historytransportation systems,
schools, churches, domestic architecture, industries,
and the downtown. It also features a special chapter
on 8. Josepls many monuments and its cultural
institutions. Photographs have come from the History
Centets own collections and those Tfie Heritage
Museum and Cultural Cente¢he $. Joseph Public
Library, and many private collection¥he book
includes endnotes, a bibliography and an index.

The new book can also be purchased througk
mail order at an additional cost of $5.00 for shipping
and handling. Michigan residents should add $1.50
for sales tax. Orders should be sent to the History
Center at Courthouse Square, PO Box 261, Berrien
Springs, Ml 49103, or via telephone at (269) 471-
1202.

St. Joseph

Historic Photobook Series

Author Robert Myers, the History Center
curator has previously published several books and
articles on local historyncludingGreetings fom
BuchananandGreetings fom Berien Springs.

For more information abo@reetings fom
3. JosephgontactThe History Center at Courthouse
Square at (269) 471-1202.
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Learn more about the BCHA by visiting
www.berrienhistonorg.
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Dir ector's Comments

By Frances Porter Snyder
Dear Friends,

The holiday season is upon us. Everyone is preparing
gifts, food and events that will bring friends and families together
The History Center sthflecorated the 1839 Courthouse for the
Berrien Springs holiday event with lighted wreaths, trees,
poinsettia and garlands. Board of Directors Secretargaat
Poole donated garlands, a wreath and bows for the second floor
balcony On December 4th, 350 people attended the open house
at Courthouse Square. Many were first time visitditsey
listened as th@&rinity Lutheran School choir performed tradi-
tional and contemporary seasonal music in the courtroom.
Everyone enjoyed punch and cookies. Itis always so much fun to
have a full house!

The number of visitors at theicturing the Win Cities
exhibit at the Orchards Mall in Bentdiownship has already
exceeded attendance for previous exhibits since opening on
December$ Long time residents are recalling street scenes, the
harbor and other views oftSJoseph and Benton Harba&folun-
teers are on site to greet the visitors and sell books and gifts from
the museum storeThe exhibit is located across from the food
court. When the exhibit closes in Januatywill be available to
schools and community institutions as a traveling displéne
exhibition has been funded with grants from thel8seph/

Benton Harbor Rotary Foundation and Indiana Michigan Power
The Rotary Foundation grant also funded@reetings form S
Josephbook now available at the mall and the History Center

The History Center has been awarded a grant from the
Berrien Springs/Eau Claire Rotary Cubhe funds will be used
to interpret the history of the 1839 Courthouse with photographs,
signage and updates to the displaie 1830 log house will also
receive additional signage and photograpftse photos and
information will enable visitors to better appreciate the history of
the site.

At this time of yearthe Board of Directors and staf
thank you, BCHA members, for all you have done to enhance the
operation of the History CenteYour willingness to volunteer at
the youth fair and the mall; your attendance at “An Evening with
Mark Twain” and other programs; your contributions to the
annual appeal and financial gifts throughout the year; and your
artifact donations to the museum and archives are greatly appreci-
ated. The History Center has grown in stature during the past few
years, dfering high quality exhibits, books, tours and programs to
Berrien County Your participation has been the key to that
success.

Happy holidays.
Frances Porter Snyder
Executive Director

P. S. | hope you will join us for the trip to Savannah in
September
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Picturing the Win Cities
New Photographic Exhibit Opens atcbards Mall

The History Center opened its exhiBitturing the Win
Citiesat Orchards Mall in Bentofiownship on December 1.
Exhibit hours are 12-8 p.m. Mondays-Saturdays and 12-6
Sundays from December 1 to JanuanAé@imission is freeThe
exhibit is partially funded by grants from the $oseph/Benton
Harbor Rotary Foundation and the Indiana Michigan Power
Company

Picturing the Win Citiesfeatures the photographs df S
Joseph photographer J. Sherwin Murphigo documentedtS
Joseph and Benton Harbor in the 1950s and early 1960s.
Murphy, a skilled amateur photographeaptured hundreds of .
scenes throughout the twin cities. His photographs earned him
many local awards from thevin Cities Camera Club as well as  §
awards from shows in Chicag@he Chicago Historical Society
accepted many of his photographs for its permanent collections

The 10 photographic negatives in the History Center
collections date from the late 1950s through the early 1960s, al
Murphy dated most of them to the exact.d&fie pictures
document everyday life in thievin Cities in the mid-20century
including scenes of downtown, the harbor area, Blossomtime
Festival parades, houses and stores. i :

The exhibit will be closed Christmas Eve and Christmag .+, @%,_J s
Day, NewYearsEve and Newears'Day. ' < o DO

For more information about the exhibit, contébe 8
History Center at Courthouse Square at (269) 471-1202.

HEADQUARTERS
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The seven-pointed star at the
entrance to the Israelite House of
David as Reajanized by Mary
Purnell (Marys City of David) in
Benton Harbqr1958.

Main Sreet in $. Joseph, looking
north toward the river from the
corner of Broad f8eet on June 5,
1956.
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Photographs from the J. Shewin
Murphy Collection

The LibertyTheater on Main tgeet in Benton
Harbor ofered JohrWayne inThe Searhersin
this 1956 photo.
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The Cometone of the stomach-churning rides at the Silver Beach
Amusement Park, on July 21, 1957.
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The Berrien County courthouse ih Joseph, - aed P i:”f'- i
built in 1895-1896, as seen in 1957. AL . T

The steameld. B. Fod docked at the Huron
Cement Company elevators in the ®seph
harbor ca. 1960.
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Historian publishes new book about Silver Beach

Local historian Daryl Schlender ofévensville has just
published a first-ever history of.Sosepls Silver Beach
Amusement ParkSilver Sands and Golden Memories
available at the History Center at Courthouse Sgsianeseum
store for $23.95 each. Copies will also be available at our
Orchards Mall exhibit through January Bhe book can be
purchased mail order with an additional $3.95 for shipping. For
additional books, add $1.00 each. Michigan residents should
include $1.44 sales tax.

Logan Drake antlvallace Preston founded the Silver
BeachAmusement Park Company in 189he amusement park
grew to become a major Michigan attraction, drawing tens of
thousands of visitors ta.SJoseph every yeafFhe parks
Shadowland Ballroom featured some of the biggest names in the
Big Band Era, and its amusement park rides included a carousel,
roller coaster and fun house.

Silver Beach remained part of the asg@urism
industry for nearly a century until age and changing tastes in
entertainment led to its closure in the 1970ke rides were sold
or torn down until nothing remained but the Golden Memories.

Silver Sands and Golden Memoriasludes scores of
photographs and illustrations, most of them never before
published. If you remember the halcyon days of this great
Berrien County park you will want to add this new volume to
your bookshelf.

Getting By with a Little Help
from our Friends

A big thank you goes out to our friends al
Andrews University for a fall clean-up day at the
museum.The student volunteers came out in forc
to sweep, mop, vacuum, wash windows, and
generally spifup the museum buildingd/e dont
know how tidy their dorm rooms are, but the
museum looked greaThank you!

OurAndrews University cleaning crew poses in th
courthouse entryway
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Curator’s Corner

RecentArtifact Acquisitions

Gertrude Childs. ... ... Three Oaks area archival material
CarolDeRosa ........ World War Il uniform & camera
Mark E. Dixon . ........ Benton Harbor High School yearbook

& commencement invitation, 1909;
school vaccination certificate

Emily Rose Foster . . . .. Letters frorWorld War 1l German
prisoners of war

Emily Rose Foster recently donated a collection of about fifty
letters from formeWorld War 1l German prisoners of wafhe
POWs had worked on tAeichman familys farm during the war
They became friends with tAeichmans and corresponded with
the family after repatriationThe History Center needs the

assistance of someone fluent in German to translate the letterq.

Right: A 1947 letter to “Dear MrTeichman, Dear Mrs. and
Children.”

Enjoy our Local History!

Atlas of Berien County Michigan, 1873($24.95) Quantity: Total: $
Greetings fom 3. Joseph($24.95)NEW BOOK! Quantity: Total: $
Greetings fom Berien Springs($21.95)BACK IN PRINT! Quantity: _ Total: $
Greetings fom Buchanan($24.95)BACK IN PRINT! Quantity: Total: $
The Geat Pee Maruette Tain Wreck($14.95) Quantity: Total: $
The Flight of theGraf Zeppelin ($14.95) Quantity: Total: $
Twin City Trolleys($8.95) Quantity: Total: $
Millennial Misions & Eathly Pursuits($8.95) Quantity: Total: $
The $ory of Buchanana history ($14.95) Quantity: Total: $
SPECIAL: Greetings from Buchanar& Sory of Buchanan Quantity: Total: $
Get both for $29.95

Sub-Total  $
Discounts (Library 20%/Member 10%) $
State sales tax (6% for Michigan orders only) $
Shipping ($3.95 for Ibook, $1.00 each additional book;
$5.00 for theAtlas of Berrien County) $

Save on shipping and pick up your books from the History Cetur!S

SHIPTO:
Name:
Address:
City:
State Zip
Tele:

Make check/money
order payable to: Berrien County Historiéaisn.
P.O. Box 261, Berrien Springs, Ml 49103. (269) 471-1202.

For Credit Cad orders (\lsa & MC)

Credit Card #

Expiration Date:

Name on Card :

Signature:
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An Evening with Mark Twain

We enjoyed a wonderful dinner program with Samuel
(Mark Twain) Clemens and Olivia Clemens (alias Mo
Layne and his wife Rebecca) at Lake Michigan Collaye’re
already planning next yearevent. Potential speakers are
Thomas Jdérson oAbraham Lincoln. In the meantime, here
are some photographs frofwain’s visit to Berrien County:

Event master of ceremonies Larry Nielsen introduces Nagin.

Two Olivias: Olivia Knott of Berrien Springs meets Olivia
Clemens and Markwain.

Mr. and Mrs. Clemens posed for photographs
with our guests after their performance.
0 000000000000 000 000000000000 00000000000 000000000000000000000000000

: Join the History Center T oday!

® Name: Phone:
°

: Address: Fax:

o City State: Zip: E-mail:

Membership categories:
Basic Supporting

[ ]individual $20 [ ] Contributing $40 We have many volunteer opportunities at
[ ]Family $30 [ ]Sustaining $50 the History Center . Call Kristen Patzer
[ ]Institutional $40 [ ] Patron $100 . . .

[ ]Benefactor $500 volunteer coordinator , for information.

Additional donation $
Amount Enclosed: $

Please make checks payable tothe Berrien County

Historical Association or

Please charge my creditcard : (Circle one) Mail or fax to: BCHA, PO Box 261,
MasterCard Visa Berrien Springs, Ml 49103

Card Number: Phone: (269) 471-1202 Fax: (269) 471-7412

Expiration Date:
0000000000000 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
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Continuing and Upcoming Events

Ongoing: The Boys of Summer: The House of David and December 20Book signing and program with museum
Old-Time Baseball. Tour our newest exhibit at the History ~ curator Bob Myers at Orchards Mall at 7:00 p.m. Bob will

Fridays. book,Greetings fom $. Josephand sign copies. Give a
personally-autographed book for Christmas!
December- January 9: Picturing the Twin Cities. Visit

Orchards Mall in Benton Chart&ownship for a special September2009: Historic Savannah dur

exhibit of photographs oftSJoseph and Benton Harbor Join our latest motorcoach tour to historic Savannabh,
Exhibit hours are 12-8 p.m. Mondays - Saturdays and 12-6 Geougia. We are planning visits to Berea, Kentucéyd

p.m. Sundays. Beaufort, South Carolina as part of the trip. Exact dates,

arrangments and prices are still being arranged. Call us at
J. Sherwin Murphya skilled amateur photographeaptured (269) 471-1202, or email bcha@berrienhisionyto receive
hundreds of scenes throughout the twin cities. Photographicinformation on the trip as we finalize arrangements.
negatives in the History Center collections date from the late
1950s through the early 1960s, and Murphy dated most of
them to the exact dayf you grew up in the area, you'll love
these pictures of the towns the way you remember them when
you were a kid!

Center Museum winter hours are 10 a.m. - 5 p.m., Mondays-present a program about the research and writing of his latg
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